
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th May 2026 at 19.00 at Felmingham Village Hall 
 

Present were:- 

Chairman Tim Papworth, Vice Chairman Neil Thrush (via WhatsApp), Cllr. Mike Pepperell, Cllr. John 
Newstead, Cllr. Syd Arksey, District Councillor Peter Neatherway 
 

 
1) Minutes 

a) Matters arising - minutes260124 
i) (4aii) Cllr. Des Fern reported that there had not been any unwanted activity recorded by the camaras but 

that he was putting another one up. 
ii) (7a) A bad trip hazard on the pavement on Sharon Close had been reported. What3Words location to be 

given to Cllr. Peter Neatherway for his meeting with highways. (ACTION TP) 
b) The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 
2) Heaths 

a) Bryants Heath Cllr. Neil Thrush 
i) For full report see Appendix A. 
ii) Hopeful that the funding from Natural England will be in place by the end of September. This will be 

used solely for the management of Bryants Heath. 
iii) Cllr. Mike Pepperell asked if any unspent monies from the annual fund can be rolled over to the 

following year. Cllr. Neil Thrush will clarify this with Natural England. (ACTION NT) 
 

b) Stow Heath 
i) The Chairman has reported that he is working with North Norfolk District Council on a solution to resolve 

the difficulties with the neighbouring property. 
 
3) Allotments. 

a) For full report see Appendix B. 
b) Cllr. Neil Thrush also reported that dog fouling continued to be a problem. 

 

4)  Highways 
a) The junction at North Walsham Road, Aylsham Road and Church Road are still causing confusion, but after a 

lot of discussion, it was decided that additional signage may confuse things further so it might be best to 
leave as is. What3Words location is to be given to Cllr. Peter Neatherway for his meeting with highways. 
(ACTION TP) 

b) Concern was raised over the junction at North Walsham Road, Goulders Lane and Cromer Road. Again, the 
What3Words location will be given to Cllr. Peter Neatherway for his meeting with highways. (ACTION TP) 

c) Cllr. Peter Neatherway will try to coordinate the meeting with himself, the Chairman and Highways. 
 

5) Planning 
a) Larks Rise application may now look to be in the process of being approved. 
b) The Old Rectory – still ongoing, the owner has been told that if he were to complete the missing reports 

required by the application, it is likely that NNDC would look upon the application favourably. 
  

6) Village Hall Update 
a) Cllr. Syd Arksey reported that the village hall was showing a profit. Bookings are up by 40% on last year. 

Short mat bowls are being held twice a week and ukulele group every week. Security camaras are still to be 
updated.  

  



 
7) Neighbourhood Plan 

a) For full report see Appendix C. 
b) Cllr. Neil Thrush asked what Cllr. Peter Neatherway’s thoughts were on the progress made so far, what else 

needed to be done? For the plan to have any impact on NNDC’s planning process it needed to be at least ¾ 
complete. The District Councillor will talk to the NNDC planning officer to find out what else has to be done 
and to comment on what has been done so far. The Chairman expressed concerns that, being such a small 
parish, the capacity in both time and money were not available. Cllr. Peter Neatherway will also get clarity 
on funding availability. (ACTION PN) 

c) A parishioner asked if 23 additional properties was definite. Cllr. Peter Neatherway replied that at some 
point this was the case but timelines are uncertain. 

 
8) RFO and Clerk’s Report 

a) The Clerk attended training on AGAR10 (part of the annual audit process). This brought to light a lot of 
changes required in the way that the Council’s processes are reported on the website and a lot of omissions.  
i) It highlighted the use of email. It is necessary for the parish council to have an official email address 

working. The Clerk was given approval to rectify this at an additional maximum cost of £100 to enable all 
email communication to be via clerk@felminghampc.org.uk. Hosting of the website and email will be 
reviewed later in the year to explore a more cost-effective solution. (ACTION CW) 

ii) The website will be reorganised, personal details removed and signatures redacted. (ACTION CW) 
iii) All documents will be published in .pdf(A) format to improve security and accessibility. (ACTION CW) 
iv) The Council’s policies and procedures will also be published. (ACTION CW) 
v) Minutes of meetings will be published within 2 weeks of each meeting in draft form and then removed 

and republished when approved after the next meeting. (ACTION CW) 
vi) All this work will take time and this will be noted on the website, but the parish will be able to say that it 

has recognised the shortfalls and is working to rectify them. (ACTION CW) 
b) The bank balance stood at £2641.13 as at 12th May 2026 
c) The annual audit certificate was approved and signed by the Chairman. Hazel Newstead has said that she is 

available to carry out the internal audit again this year. 
d) The annual insurance is due for renewal. The Chairman proposed and Vice Chairman seconded that the 

Parish Council will renew with Zurich again at £399.13, an increase of £53. 
 

9) Website  
a)  Covered in 8a. 

 
10) Any other business 

a) Meeting dates for the following year were set. 
i) 30th June 2026 (audit) 
ii) 12th August 2026 
iii) 14th October 2026 (Budget) 
iv) 13th January 2027 
v) 12th May 2027 (AGM and Audit) 

b) The Clerk reminded the meeting that no progress has been made on the bus shelter. Again, the Chairman 
will provide Cllr. Peter Neatherway with the What3Words location of the bus shelter to see if there is any 
funding available to help pay for this work. 
 

c) Meeting closed at 8.50pm.  
 

d) The next meeting will be on 30th June 2026 
 

 
 

 
Signed by Chairman              Date 
 

mailto:clerk@felminghampc.org.uk


APPENDIX A - Bryant’s Heath Report May 2026 

Over the winter months a small stalwart team has made a massive impact clearing away areas of dense European 

gorse.  I have to thank in particular Liz Wilson and Pam Neale for their ongoing support.  It is hard work cutting 

mature gorse and even younger gorse that was cut back in the last few years.  We have depended on using a brush-

cutter with a metal blade to hack through the stems, then it all has to be raked off and burnt.  We are often asked 

why do we burn the gorse after it’s cut, it’s a simple answer, gorse doesn’t compost and break down easily, the 

waste material presents a fire hazard in itself if not burned under controlled conditions. The environment of an open 

heathland habitat requires poor soil nutrition so allowing compost action degrades the habitat as determined by 

Natural England. 

We have cut back some scrub birch, which again left unchecked can take over and produces unsatisfactory woodland 

environment.  Without the reduction of thinning out, saplings grow tall and leggy and eventually in strong winds, you 

can have a domino effect of trees collapsing onto each other leaving a dangerous environment. 

We have had some very useful working parties with help from North East Norfolk Conservation Volunteers, who 

incidentally, also work on Stow Heath and Weavers Way maintaining the Butterfly sanctuary just past the old railway 

station heading towards Aylsham direction. 

I am in negotiation with Natural England to get some valuable conservation funding over a five-year scheme. It could 

provide an annual capital payment of £1500 to spend solely on equipment or services attributed to Bryant’s Heath. 

This funding would need to be ring-fenced but could pay for the services of NENCV instead of it coming out of the PC 

bank as it currently does.  Additionally, the Conservation & Enhancement Scheme will allow us to pay for contractors 

each year to help work with us on particular areas as determined by ourselves.  We would need to source specific 

specialist contractors to help in areas that we are working on, the PC would pay the contractor on completion of the 

work, we submit the invoice to Natural England who then reimburse the PC.   

I am reassured that invoices can be paid by Natural England within a couple of weeks, once we confirm evidence the 

work is completed, ahead of the PC paying that contractor within the usual 28 days of receiving an invoice.  This 

helps the PC cashflow situation.  Any work we want help with; we have to source 3 quotes which will be submitted 

to Natural England for approval.  As yet I don’t know what the annual budget for contract work will be, but this 

funding is additional to the annual £1500, which is brilliant news.  Importantly the work areas will be determined by 

ourselves and not led by an external body coming in and taking over what conservation work we are told they will 

do.  That is so important and refreshing to hear.  We have had an excellent rapport with a Ruby Thirkettle from 

Natural England who is working on this project with us.   

We don’t as yet have a new 5-year approved conservation management plan for the heath, the old one expired in 

December, the new one will factor in the new funding project which hopefully goes live this autumn.  In the 

meantime, we have an extension application submitted permitting ongoing work.    

 

APPENDIX B - Felmingham Allotments May 2026 

Allotment plots are currently leased and I believe all rent payments are up to date which Christine can confirm. We 

have an active waiting list so any vacancy can be allocated without detriment to unpaid rent.  These plots are used 

for a leisure facility that serves many purposes. From growing a plentiful supply of fruit and vegetables, to providing 

a source of mental health respite. We do not make a profit collecting rent, but do cover the payment required for 

land drainage cost and the rent from Norfolk County Council as a farm tenant.  

I do accept that some plots are more active than others and periodically we remind tenants of their responsibilities 

to keep their plot weed free and in good order.  I also have to be mindful that we need tenants to pay the rent on 

time to avoid any shortfall in income required to cover the overheads.  Vacant plots mean a shortfall in income.  

Most properties in the village have large gardens as it is, so we do rent out to residents in local Parishes. 

We haven’t had many issues with vandalism in recent times, there has been issues with I assume a particular dog 

walker who collects their dog poo in appropriate bags, but does discard them onto plots or uses household bins on 

exit from the allotment track rather than use the approved bin located at the village hall or on Church corner.      

 

 

  



APPENDIX C - Neighbourhood Plan update May 2026 

In response to NNDC classifying Felmingham as a “small growth village” as part of the Government Building Plan for 

1.5 million new homes, we have consulted with Parishioners. We have done leaflet drops twice now to over 200 

homes in the village and had an open discussion at the last Parish Council meeting in January this year. 

NNDC have suggested if suitable opportunities arise, we may be considered for a figure of around 23 potential new 

homes to be added to the perimeter of the current housing stock.  This is not set in stone that we will be having new 

homes built, but allows a discussion for Parishioners to indicate their concerns about location and services that 

would be affected, also to provide positive feedback suggestions where we feel it most appropriate if at all such 

housing could be built. 

We have been advised to create a report based on this feedback that future planners and building companies would 

find valuable in the decision-making process.  New legislation is coming into force whereby local Parish Councils will 

not have a say to comment about planning applications.  Decisions will be made by an independent planning officer 

rather than a planning team.  On individual properties I can follow the logic, but would hope that on larger 

developments such as this, local people have a voice that should be heard. 

The survey responses have brought out many aspects for consideration. Things like private developments typically 

require more land than social housing. Our limited services of no mains gas or limited footpaths on extremely busy 

fast roads with concerns for pedestrians and of course sewage.  The lack of mains sewage requires future large 

developments to factor in septic tanks and appropriate drainage of foul water. We are surrounded by agricultural 

land and the porosity of soil vastly changes.  Many people commented against any large- scale development and 

again comments were raised about empty properties or properties not selling within the village and obvious lack of 

demand.  New builds within the current built area not counting towards the small village development target is 

considered peculiar. 

We have the completed surveys now as well as letters provided by parishioners to use as and when, if required and 

is allowed should this planning ever come to fruition.   Thank you for participating, it is valuable evidence we have 

gathered.       

  

 

 


