
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th January 2026 at 19.00 at Felmingham Village Hall 
 

Present:- Tim Papworth, Neil Thrush, Syd Arksey, John Newstead, Carol Coughtrey, Des Fern, 
Mike Pepperell 

 

Action 

1. Welcome 
a. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

 

2. Apologies 
a. Cllr. Mike Pepperell. 
b. Cllr. Saul Penfold (CC) 
c. Cllr. Peter Neatherway (DC) 

  

 
 
 

3. Minutes 
a. The Chairman thanked Cllr. Carol Coughtrey for repainting the village sign. Steven 

Cooper helped with the brass plaque and Patrick Gwilliam helped with the lifting. 
b. Ordinary meeting minutes 8th October 2025 were signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

4. Heaths 
a. Byant’s Heath 

i. Cllr. Neil Thrush has done a lot of brush cutting. 
ii. Liz is to talk to “Tubby” with regards to flailing the paths. 
iii. The 5 year management plan concludes at the end of 2025, discussions are needed 

with Natural England to revise. 
iv. Jackie James, David Horsefall and Anne Webster from the Environment Agency 

have met with the Chairman and Cllr. Neil Thrush. They want a second bore hole on 
the heath. They will come back with a proposal and feasibility study. 

v. Geo fence grazing was discussed as a means of managing the heath and funding 
may be available for this. 

b. Stow Heath 
i. Permission for access has been granted to the neighbouring property by the 

Chairman. 
ii. The Felbeck Trust are making improvements to the area.  
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5. Allotments 

a. Two tenants have defaulted and will be given notice to vacate. 
b. The village hall will advertise allotment availability. 

 
Clerk 

  
6. Sewage Works 

a. The new sewage works soakaway has now been completed and the daily tankering 
will now stop. 
 

7. Highways 
a. A complaint has been received about the weeds on Farthing Green. 

 
8. Planning 

a. The Old Rectory is to remain on the agenda as the Parish Council want to monitor. 
 

 

9. Village Hall Update 
a. The kitchen has now been refurbished and works are imminent to enlarge the store at 

the side and brick up the side entrance. 
b. Carpet bowls will be starting in a few week’s time. 
c. A quiz is to be held on 24th October 2025 

  
 

 

  
  



  
  

10. RFO and Clerk’s report 
a. The current account balance stands at £2731.80 as at the end of September.  
b. There was a discussion on the value of the asset register. It was agreed that the 

value should be the current value, not the cost of replacing. 
c. The proposed budget for 2026/2027 was presented by the Clerk and was discussed. 
d. It was proposed by the Chairman to increase the annual precept to £2500 to meet 

the requirements of the budget. This was seconded by Cllr. Mike Pepperell and was 
agreed by all present. 
 

11. A meeting has been arranged between the Chairman, Cllr. Neil Thrush and Ian Withington 
(NNDC) on 16th October 2025, to discuss creating a neighbourhood plan for Felmingham. 
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12. Any Other Business 

a. The Chairman informed the meeting of the trees and hedges planting funding scheme. 
b. Information on funding for parks play/fitness equipment was passed to Cllr. Syd 

Arksey for the Village Hall to consider. 
c. Cllr. Mike Pepperell made the meeting aware of a scam going round relating to 

claiming winter fuel payments.  
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Meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday January 14th 2026. 
 
 
 
 

 
Signed by Chairman              Date 


