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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 13th May 2026 at 19:00 in Felmingham 
Village Hall 

 
Present  

Chairman Tim Papworth, Cllr. Neil Thrush (via WhatsApp), Cllr. John Newstead, Cllr. Syd Arksey, Cllr. Des 
Fern, Cllr. Mike Pepperell, Cllr. Peter Neatherway 

 
Apologies 

Cllr. Carol Coughtrey 
 

1. Minutes from last AGM meeting 
a. AGM minutes from the previous AGM had been agreed and signed on 27th August 2025. 

 
2. Review of the past year by the Chairman 

a. The Chairman thanked the outgoing County Councillor, Saul Penfold, for all his hard work over the 
past year serving the Parish and welcomed the incoming County Councillor, Callum Ringer, hoping 
that he would be able to attend the Parish Meetings. 

b. Revd. David was thanked for his support in the Parish and was offered the Parish Council’s best 
wishes for his retirement.  

c. Cllr. Neil Thrush and the Clerk were thanked for all their work with the allotments this year. 
Although all the allotments area allocated, it was noted that there are a few allotments not being 
maintained to the standard required. This will be monitored over the summer. It is hoped that now 
the County Council is being run by the Green Party that they will look favourably on the allotments 
as a valued community space and not potential development land to meet the government’s 
building priorities. 

d. The North East Norfolk Conservation volunteers, under the guidance of Cllr. Neil Thrush and Liz 
have undertaken a lot of work on Bryants Heath this year. There are concerns over the number of 
people from the proposed West North Walsham development that may be using the heath in the 
future and the effect that this will have especially since it is a designated SSSI site. 

e. Stow Heath has posed continued problems over the year with the adjoining property owners 
discouraging visitors and workers from Welbeck Trust who have been trying to improve and 
manage the heath on behalf of the parish council. A permanent solution is being sought. 

f. The parish clerk was thanked for her continued hard work in the background. 
g. Rural broadband is continuing to deliver a poor service to those in more isolated areas, risking 

failed delivery of services such as remote medical monitoring, emergency services etc. 
h. It has been noted that Cllr. Syd Arksey may not be active in his Councillor role for personal reasons 

but wishes to continue as a parish councillor for the following year. 
i. The new road surface on the B1150 through the village has been a great improvement, but the 

corner of North Walsham Road and Heath Lane requires a more robust barrier. Speeding has been 
less of a problem than the previous year. 

j. The Old Rectory is deteriorating rapidly, but there has been no sale or renewed planning application. 
 

3. Election of New Chair and Vice chairman 
a. The Chairman and Vice Chairman stepped down from office.  
b. The Clerk called for proposals for Chairman. After thanking the outgoing Chairman for all that he had 

done over the past year, Cllr. Neil Thrush proposed Tim Papworth, seconded by Cllr. Syd Arksey. 
There were no other proposals, so Tim Papworth was appointed as Chairman.  

c. The Chairman thanked the Councillors for their continued confidence in him and then called for 
proposals for Vice Chairman and proposed Cllr. Neil Thrush, seconded by Cllr. John Newstead. There 
were no further proposals so Cllr. Neil Thrush was appointed as Vice Chairman. 

 
The AGM closed at 19.30. 
 
 
Signed by Chairman      Date 


