
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th January 2026 at 19.00 at Felmingham 
Village Hall 

 

Present:- Tim Papworth, Neil Thrush, Syd Arksey, John Newstead, Carol Coughtrey, Des Fern, 
Mike Pepperell 

 
1. Welcome 

a. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting commenting on the record attendance 
of 36 parishioners! 

b. The County Councillor, Saul Penfold had given his apologies 
c. The District Councillor, Peter Neatherway, informed the meeting that North Norfolk 

District Council had agreed on a three-way split in the local government reorganisation 
(LGR). Mayoral elections will take place once LGR comes into effect. 

 

The Chairman moved agenda item 11 – Neighbourhood Plan to the front of the agenda to allow 
anyone who had attended the meeting specifically for this item to participate and then leave if 
they wished. 

 
2. Apologies 

a. Cllr. Saul Penfold (NCC) 
 

3. Minutes 
a. The actions noted on the minutes were discussed. 
b. Ordinary meeting minutes of 8th October 2025 were signed by the Chairman. 

 
4. Heaths 

a. Byant’s Heath 
i. Cllr. Neil Thrush informed the meeting that the North East Norfolk Conservation 

Volunteers were a valuable asset for managing the heath. 
ii. Quadbikes have been using the heath and causing a nuisance. An email has been sent 

to the Community Police officers together with photographic evidence. Cllr. Des Fern 
will look at installing a couple of nature cameras and will liaise with Rachel Danvers 
and Julie ? about locations. ACTION DF 

iii. Borehole negotiations have continued with the Environment agency. The Parish 
Council will receive additional rent for the second borehole. ACTION CLERK 

iv. Cllr.Neil Thrust requested reimbursement for fuel for the brush cutter of £30.75. This 
was approved. The Clerk will issue the payment. 

v. The brush cutter had broken, but the supplier has agreed to replace it free of charge. 
b. Stow Heath 

i. The Chairman reported that the posts installed along the boundary with the 
neighbouring property by the Felbeck Trust had been removed during the Christmas 
period and had been neatly stacked in piles. The Felbeck Trust are considering how 
they can continue with improving the site given the constant interference from the 
neighbours. 
 
 
 



5. Allotments 
a. One tenant has been evicted and the vacant allotment reallocated. The second tenant 

has paid outstanding rents, but the allotment is in a very bad state. The Clerk will write to 
the tenant stating that they are being served notice to bring the allotment back to an 
acceptable state or they will be evicted. ACTION CLERK 
 

6. Highways 
a. Since the resurfacing works being carried out on the main road through Felmingham, 

the junction of Heath Road and North Walsham Road has become dangerous. There is 
a sheer drop on the nearside heading towards Aylsham. A car has already ended up in 
the undergrowth while avoiding an oncoming vehicle. Parishioners were urged to 
report this hazard through the highway’s website. 

b. The footpath along Elaine Road/Sharon Close has a very uneven surface and potholes. 
The Clerk is to email both the District and County Councillor to see what can be done. 
 

7. Grit bins 
a. The request from Lyndsey Rose for the provision of a grit bin in the vicinity of Charles 

Rash Close and Sharon Close was discussed. The current cost of an approved grit bin 
from Glasdon was £224.29 including vat. The meeting was referred to the minutes of 
the meeting held on Wednesday 18th January 2023 (10a) and decided not to proceed 
for the same reasons. The Clerk will inform Lyndsey Rose of the decision. ACTION 
CLERK 
 

8. Planning 
a. The Old Rectory – nothing to report other than the continued deterioration and occasional 

theft of copper pipe etc. 
 

9. Village Hall Update 
a. Cllr. Syd Arksey reported that the Village Hall was currently running at a loss which is 

normal for this time of year, but they do have some good bookings for the year. Works 
have been completed on the store room. Security camaras are going to be improved 
given the situation at The Old Rectory. Quotes have been received in excess of £2000. The 
Chairman gave some suggestions of other options to vastly reduce the cost. 
 

10. RFO and Clerk’s report 
a. The current account balance stands at £2058 as at the end of December 2025.  
b. The Clerk is to attend a course on Assertion 10 on January 21st 2026, part of the annual 

audit process requirements, at a cost of £43.20, previous approved by the Chairman. 
ACTION CLERK 

 
11. Neighbourhood Plan 

a. The Chairman stood down from the meeting as he had a conflict of interest and the 
Vice-Chairman took over. 

b. Felmingham has been classified as a small growth village because has a bus service 
and a village shop. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman had an online meeting with Ian 
Withington and Sara Tudhoe of NNDC planning. Creating a Neighbourhood plan takes 
time and money. The key message from the meeting was that Felmingham is not obliged 
to accommodate the additional housing at the moment, but it is still a good idea to give 
parishioners the opportunity to have their say. 



c. Following the meeting an email was received from Sara Tudhoe saying that “the 
emerging local plan identifies your village as a Small Growth Village, which means the 
policy enables a limited amount of new housing to come forward if suitable 
opportunities arise. It does not place a requirement on the parish or landowners to 
deliver a specific number of dwellings. The figure of around 23 homes simply reflects 
the potential level of growth that could come forward as part of the district’s overall 
housing requirement. So while a Neighbourhood Plan can be a useful way for a parish to 
help guide where and how any future development might happen, there’s no obligation 
to prepare one, and certainly no requirement to deliver a set of new houses.” 

d. 200 questionnaires were sent out around the village to ask where parishioners would 
like new housing to be developed. 46 were returned. Real concerns about sewage and 
traffic. 

e. The responses will be analysed by the Parish Council and then report the findings back 
to NNDC. The Parish Council will be happy to hold another meeting once the findings 
have been analysed and further clarity has been sought. 

f. The Chairman thanked Cllr. Neil Thrush for all his work so far on the Plan. 
 

12. Any Other Business 
a. NENCV were working on the butterfly cutting on Weavers Way. 
b. Alex Prendergast has found an unknown species of bramble on Bryants Heath. 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9pm 

 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday May 13th 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 


