
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27  th    2025   at 19.00 at Felmingham Village Hall

Present :- Tim Papworth, Neil Thrush, Syd Arksey, John Newstead, Carol Coughtrey, Saul 
Penfold, Peter Neatherway

Action

1. Welcome
a. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
b. Saul Penfold, County Councillor.
b.i. Saul Penfold reported that he had received lots of positive comments from 

parishioners with regards to the recent road surfacing.
b.ii. Anglian Water are now causing problems repairing water leaks – digging up 

resurfaced road and road closures.
b.iii. There will be a meeting on 25th September at County Hall to decide on the 

preferred devolution scheme for Norfolk. It will result in fewer councillors longer 
term.

b.iv. Funding is now available for community based projects through the Norfolk 
Community Fund 2025/2026 to the value of £500 - £2500. To apply, submissions 
must be sent to Saul Penfold outlining the project stating community benefits etc.

c. Peter Neatherway, District Councillor.
c.i. Reorganisation – similar views to Saul.

c.ii. Anglian Water are now tankering twice a day.

2. Apologies
a. Cllr. Mike Pepperell.
b. Still nothing from Cllr. Des Fern. The Chairman to get in touch to discuss his 
continuing as a Parish Councillor since he has not attended meetings on a regular basis
for some time.

TP

3. Minutes
a. AGM minutes 14th May 2025 presented and signed by Chairman.
b. Ordinary meeting minutes 14th May 2025 presented and signed by Chairman.

4. Heaths
a. Byant’s Heath

a.i. Nothing to report.
b. Stow Heath

b.i. Still issues with the neighbour.
b.ii. Felbeck Trust have installed two gates, supplied by Tim Papworth, recycled from

works carried out on Weavers Way, at both ends of the access track. Board walks 
and seating areas are being built. 1854 is the access code.

5. Allotments
a. Outstanding rents due from a couple of tenants, final reminders to be sent.

6. Highways
a. The road resurfacing was a good project, sympathetically executed with respect to 

noise disruption and access for the households along the route.

7. Planning
a. The Old Rectory is now up for sale as development land following an unsuccessful 

planning appeal.
b. EF/25/0891 – 7 Charles Rash Close, single storey rear extension has been approved.

8. Village Hall Update
a. The village hall made a profit of approximately £2500 over the past two years, but it is 

unlikely to make such a profit this year.
b. The Country and Western nights have been reduced to 25 this year.



9. Neighbourhood Plan
a. The neighbourhood Plan has not progressed. It is about how Felmingham Parish want 

to see the parish developed, where housing should be built etc. Since Felmingham has 
been designated as a small village it will be required to have properties built within the
parish. By having a neighbourhood plan the parish can hope to be able to influence 
where these properties are built. The District Councillor has offered to point the parish
council in the right direction and provide a contact at North Norfolk District Council.

PN

10. Digital Switchover
a. Example of problems had been requested. The Chairman had responded with an 

example where there is no FTTP to a property which is the home of someone who 
requires services to continue for critical health cover etc. There is an obligation for 
services to be continued to those with serious health care problems.

11. Laurel hedge on Suffield Road/Aylsham Road junction opposite The Oaks
a. There are concerns that this hedge will grow and cause a visibility obstruction for 

traffic joining the main road. The County Councillor will investigate and report what 
advice highways can offer.

SP

12. Website
a. The website is no longer up to date. It is important that it is regularly maintained to 

meet the Transparency Code requirements. It is also a requirement of the auditors 
that the annual audit is published on the website.

MP

13. RFO and Clerk’s report
a. The current account balance stands at £1657.05 as at the end of July. Reduction in 

balance is due to partial funding of Farthing Green and purchase of a replacement 
laptop for the Parish Council.

14. Any Other Business
a. Bus shelter repairs – still awaiting quotes for the work. District Councillor to send 

detail of bus shelter company and Mike Pepperell or Des Fern were to also get quotes.
b. It was agreed at an earlier meeting that Carol Coughtrey’s offer to repaint the village 

sign would be taken up. The Chairman agreed to unmount the sign and deliver it to 
Carol for repainting.

PN/MP/DF

TP/CC

Meeting closed at 8.35pm

Signed by Chairman Date


