
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9  th   October   2024 at 19.00 at Felmingham Village Hall

Present were:-
Chairman Tim Papworth, Vice Chairman Neil Thrush, Cllr. Des Fern, Cllr. John Newstead, Cllr. Mike 
Pepperell, District Councillor Peter Neatherway. 

1) Welcome
a) The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and wished Cllr. Syd Arksey a speedy recovery.
b) N/A
c) Cllr. Peter Neatherway gave the following update:-

c.i) NNDC celebrated their 50th anniversary.
c.ii) 2025/26 budget preparations have identified the need for a £1.75m saving.

2) Apologies
a) Apologies had been received from Cllr. Syd Arksey and Cllr. Saul Penfold

3) Minutes
a) Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting 14th August 2024 were agreed by the attending Parish Councillors and were

signed by the Chairman.
b) The Chairman has been in touch with our new MP Steff Aquarone.
c) Cllr Peter Neatherway’s name had been misspelt in the minutes, this was corrected.

4) Heaths
a) Bryants Heath Cllr. Neil Thrush

a.i) A fungi survey is to be carried out in the new year.
a.ii) Nort East Norfolk Conservation Volunteers will return in November to continue work on the heath and in

the new year and will work around the schedule for the fungi survey.

b) Stow Heath
b.i) The neighbouring property are still working on ditches on the perimeter of Stowheath and causing a few 

problems.

5) Allotments.
a) Cllr. Neil Thrush and the clerk are to discuss reallocation of vacant allotments outside of the meeting.
b) Poultry being kept by various tenants are now being managed and registered via RPA.
c) The Clerk was asked to write to The Bartram Trust asking them to consider purchasing the allotment land 

from Norfolk County Council to secure the allotments for Felmingham residents. Details of risks, income and 
liabilities relating to the estate are to be provided to enable the trust to have an informed discussion at their 
next meeting.

6)  Highways
a) Cllr. Peter Netherway reported that clearance/cleaning of roadside signage is not permitted due to potential 

health and safety issues. Any signage issues should be reported via the highways website ideally with a 
“what three words” reference and photo.

7) Planning
a) Old Rectory - Cllr. Peter Netherway has had a site meeting with one of the owners of The Old Rectory, Paul 

Bartholomew, who appeared keen to get the planning application issues resolved so that the decision can be
made. NNDC are still waiting for 5 reports. It does look as if the application will be refused unless there is 
significant movement on the missing reports, etc.

8) Village Hall Update
a) N/A



9) RFO and Clerk’s Report
a) The bank balance stands at £5253
b) It was proposed by Cllr. Neil Trush and seconded by the Chairman to increase the value of the asset register 

by 10%
c) The clerk presented the proposed budget for 2025/26 which indicated a minor shortfall. The budget was 

adopted following a proposal by the Chairman to increase the precept by an additional £250 to meet the 
shortfall. Seconded by Cllr. Neil Thrush.

d) Following the above decision, the precept was set at £2100.
e) Cllr. Peter Neatherway suggested that the Prish Council publish a brief explanation about the increase and 

what the precept is used for. The Clerk agreed to write an article to be published in the Kings Beck magazine.

10) Any other business
a) The condition of the bus shelter is to be discussed at the next parish council meeting, following the Chairman

having a look.

b) Meeting closed at 8.20pm. 

c) The next meeting will be on January 15th 2025.

Signed by Chairman Date


